WEST CHRISTCHURCH RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

Committee Meeting Minutes

The Howard Centre 1st March 2005 at 7.30 pm

1. Present: Chairman, Roger Hamilton; Vice Chairman John Thackray; Treasurer Elizabeth Saunders; Membership Secretary Cliff Roffey; Maureen Biggin; Janet Robson; Norman Roper; Sue Shlackman; Jim Biggin

2. Apologies for Absence: none

3. Minutes of last meeting: The minutes of 1st February were approved and signed by the Chair 

4. Treasurers Report: The Treasurer reported that the current account balance as at the date of the meeting was £2224.08

5. Treasurer’s Report for 2004: The Treasurer reported that during and after the Annual General Meeting Cliff Roffey had questioned the content of the 2004 Treasurer’s Report. During an open and frank exchange of views Cliff Roffey attempted to explain that a carry forward of £2 of pre-payments into 2005 was technically inaccurate and the figure should be £6. The Treasurer defended her Report on the grounds that the Auditor had taken the pragmatic view that the whole of the £5 pre-payments brought forward from 2003 should all be assigned to 2004 income rather than partly carried forward to 2005 and beyond and had signed off the Report. Other committee members suggested that the amount involved was so small in comparison to a turnover in excess of £1,900 that either approach would be satisfactory.  It was resolved that the Treasurer’s Report for 2004 as signed off by the Auditor would be accepted without variation.

6. Resignation of Treasurer: The Treasurer served notice that she would be resigning with effect from 31st December 2004

7. Membership: nothing to report. Cliff Roffey asked the General Secretary to write an annual report for 2004 for collectors to use during 2005.

8. Delegate to the Joint Residents Association Committee: nothing to report

9. Delegate to the St Catherine’s Hill Community Centre Committee: Sue Shlackman reported a planned foray into children’s activities in 2005. 

10. Delegate to the Herpetological Conservation Trust: Elizabeth Saunders reported that HCT views of the recent meeting with the Forestry Commission to discuss the trees on St Catherine’s Hill were reasonably consistent with the report previously given by the General Secretary. CBC would soon be presenting its new five-year plan for St Catherine’s Hill for public consultation. The creation of the new Integrated Agency to include English Nature, the Countryside Agency and the Forestry Commission was proceeding.

11. Planning Issues: The General Secretary reported that the design of the new complex to be built by Dorset CC behind 32 Jumpers Road had been amended to remove the footpath that we had objected to on behalf of local residents.

12. The Forestry Commission: nothing to report. The minutes of the reconciliation meeting are still awaited

13. Local Traffic Management: nothing to report. Bob Baker, Transport Manager CBC was on holiday.

14. Southeast Dorset Sub-regional Plan: it was noted that CBC had opted for option two of the 2026 plan. This was the option that we considered the worst possible one for Christchurch. It was resolved that the General Secretary should write to the Leader of The Council to express our dissatisfaction

15. Future Bulletins: the General Secretary reported that a contract with the Post Office was now in place covering Spring and Autumn 2004

16. Friends of Riverside: it was resolved that we could cooperate with this organisation even though its primary interests related to North Bournemouth.

17. Resignation of Councillor Bob McArthur: following his surprise announcement at the February Annual General Meeting it was resolved that the General Secretary should write an appropriate letter to Bob McArthur

18. Portfield Hall: Sue Shlackman outlined the CBC plans for Portfield Hall. It was resolved that the General Secretary should write a letter of objection.

19. Avon Causeway Bridge: John Thackray outlined the CBC plans to replace the Avon Causeway Bridge. It was resolved that the General Secretary should consult with Hurn Parish Council and then write requesting an appropriate speed limit on the bridge and better access for walkers and cyclists.

The meeting closed at 8.50 pm.

